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The first report from the UN Human Rights Verification Commission for Guatemala (MINUGUA)
charges that the majority of recent human rights violations in Guatemala have not been seriously
investigated or prosecuted by the authorities. According to the report, "the participation of state
agents or people under their control" in many of these cases has made "impunity the greatest
obstacle to achieving respect for human rights in Guatemala." International human rights groups
said that MINUGUA's findings substantiated their long-standing claims that government security
forces are the country's leading human rights violators. According to MINUGUA director Leonardo
Franco, the mission has documented "a consistently high number of serious human rights
violations" since it began monitoring abuses in November 1994. "The majority of these cases have
not been responded to by the appropriate authorities, greatly increasing the level of impunity," said
Franco. The March 1994 Human Rights Accord reached by the government and the rebel Unidad
Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca (URNG) mandated the creation of MINUGUA. There are
some 211 MINUGUA representatives in offices throughout the country investigating complaints of
violations (see NotiSur, 10/07/94).
Despite the considerable delay in setting up the MINUGUA offices, the mission has reviewed an
impressive number of cases since November. Of the 1,000 complaints received by MINUGUA,
some 288 have been verified by mission officials. The blame for the majority of these human rights
violations lies with state authorities, particularly the security forces, according to the report. At least
35% of the incidents verified by MINUGUA were described as "extrajudicial executions," and the
majority of these cases "indicate the participation of state agents or people under their control." The
report also called attention to the organized bands of delinquents and members of organized crime
involved in drug trafficking, car theft, and contraband that "count on the support and cover-up or at
least the tolerance of state agents." The mission recommended that the government take immediate
steps "to end the impunity of the authors of human rights violations, as a matter of highest priority."
Other examples of impunity in Guatemala cited by the report are the abuse of power by the
army in its counterinsurgency activities, the control over rural communities exercised by Military
Commissioners and the civilian defense patrols (PACS), and the lack of arms control that has
led to a massive proliferation of weapons in civilian hands in all parts of the country. On the
other hand, the report also criticized the URNG for human rights abuses, citing in particular the
rebels' continued sabotage attacks on the country's electricity infrastructure and their reckless
endangerment of civilians during confrontations with the military. However, none of the 40
specific cases cited by the report involved abuses by the guerrillas. Human rights groups expressed
satisfaction with the report, which they said substantiated years of investigation documenting
charges that government security forces were behind the majority of the country's human rights
abuses.
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Ann Manuel, director of the Washington Americas Watch office, said that the report would be of
special value in the US since some officials in US President Bill Clinton's administration would like
to take a harder line on human rights abuses in Guatemala. "It is important not to underestimate the
impact of something that carries the UN seal," emphasized Manuel. Indeed, the MINUGUA report
coincides with new US efforts to pressure the Guatemalan government to crack down on human
rights violations. In early March, for example, the US cut off all remaining military aid to Guatemala
as a result of the lack of progress in six human rights cases involving US citizens in Guatemala (see
NotiSur, 03/17/95). Moreover, the MINUGUA confirmation of security force involvement in rights
abuses is bound to aggravate the controversy surrounding the revelation that the CIA helped coverup Guatemalan military involvement in the 1990 assassination of US citizen Michael DeVine (see
other article in this edition of NotiSur). [Sources: Agence France-Presse, 03/01/95; 03/13/95; Reuters,
03/13/95, Inter Press Service, 03/02/95, 03/14/95, 03/19/95]
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